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ABSOLUTE MAJORITIES — PAIRS 
WOODSIDE BROWSE LNG HUB, JAMES PRICE POINT 

Statement 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.20 pm]: Members will be aware 
that there has been an ongoing issue in respect to the circumstances surrounding a vote in the house on 
31 August 2011 that required an absolute majority. On 1 September, I gave an explanation to the house as to 
why pairs could not be relied upon in a vote requiring an absolute majority. While I explained the history of the 
situation, I did acknowledge that many members, including my own Whip, were not fully aware of why I asked 
my members, including those otherwise paired, to vote on the motion. In retrospect, once the opposition 
indicated to the house that it would not be supporting the motion, it would have been clearer for everyone in the 
house if I had told my Whip that pairs would not apply and asked him to immediately, or at least during the vote, 
relay that advice to the opposition Whip and the other parties in the house. As I said on 1 September, I apologise 
for the circumstances that occurred in the house on 31 August, and trust that these comments today will resolve 
any ongoing concerns about the matter.  

On another matter, if I may very briefly, I indicate to the house that I listened with great interest to the speech 
made by Hon Jon Ford last night in respect to the situation in Broome and at James Price Point. I just want to say 
that that was the most sensible speech I have heard for a very long time on what is becoming a very vexatious 
matter. He very clearly explained the situation in a way that I think is a credit to him, and I congratulate him on 
raising it in the house.  
 


